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VISION ZERO AND

SAFE SYSTEMS



3Graphic adapted from: Vision Zero Network

TRADITIONAL APPROACH

1. Inevitable

2. Perfect to avoid crashes

3. All collisions

4. Individual roadway users

5. Expensive

VISION ZERO

1. Preventable

2. Integrated into the design

3. Fatal & severe Crashes

4. System (design + behavior)

5. Not expensive

VS

IN THE SAFETY APPROACHê

1. Traffic deaths areé

2. Human behavior must beé

3. Goal is to preventé

4. Responsibility lies withé

5. Saving lives is...

https://visionzeronetwork.org/about/what-is-vision-zero/
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CURRENT STATE

OF ROADWAY SAFETY
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2015-2019 Fatal Crash Rate per 100 Million Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)
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To allow for comparisons across jurisdictions, the Montgomery County statistics above include all 

roads in the county (local roads and highways, interstates, and federal roads).
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The map shows areas 

with more than 5 serious 

and fatal crashes within a 

mile.

Overall, the areas with 

highest serious and fatal 

crash density were 

Wheaton, Aspen Hill, 

Germantown, Glenmont, 

and Gaithersburg.
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Emergency Room Visits for Motor Vehicle 

Crashes by Ethnicity/Race 2015-2019

Mortality Rate for Motor Vehicle Crashes by 

Ethnicity/Race 2015-2019

Data notes: ER Visit and death records are for Montgomery County residents, but the crash may have occurred in a different jurisdiction.

NH = ñNon-Hispanicò




